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Arkansas 0-6253 71-0407808
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ITEM: 5 OTHER EVENTS

The following is the text of a press release 1issued by the registrant at 5:00
P.M. Central Standard Time on July 19, 2002.

SIMMONS FIRST OPENS FINANCIAL CENTER IN MONTICELLO

Pine Bluff, AR - - Simmons First National Corporation has expanded its
coverage of South Arkansas with the purchase of the Monticello location from
HEARTLAND Community Bank, according to J. Thomas May, chairman, president and
chief executive officer.

Located at 473 Highway 425 North, the financial center opens Monday, July
22 as part of Simmons First Bank of South Arkansas, which has other locations in
Lake Village, Dumas and Dermott.

May stated, "Monticello is a dynamic community and this location
complements our existing service in surrounding areas of South Arkansas."

Freddie Black, president of Simmons First Bank of South Arkansas noted, "We
are excited about this opening as it provides us the opportunity to further
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expand our philosophy of community banking throughout Arkansas. Bill Wisener has
been named senior vice president and the same management and staff are part of
the Simmons First team."

Simmons First National Corporation 1is a $2 Dbillion financial holding
company that conducts financial operations from 65 offices in 34 communities
throughout Arkansas.

# # #
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lawrence Fikes
1.800.272.2213
lawrence.fikes@simmonsfirst.com
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