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WESTAR ENERGY, INC.

Item 5.    Other Events

We announced today the appointment of Mark A. Ruelle as our executive vice president and chief financial officer effective immediately. Mr.
Ruelle is a former officer of Westar Energy and served in various financial planning and management positions from 1986 to 1997. He most
recently served in various executive positions at Sierra Pacific Resources, Inc., the owner of the largest electric utilities in Nevada. At Sierra
Pacific Resources, Ruelle served four years as senior vice president and chief financial officer and one year as president of its Nevada Power
Company unit. A copy of our press release issued January 14, 2003 is attached to this report.

Item 7.    Financial Statements and Exhibits

(c) Exhibits

Exhibit 99.1  �  Press Release dated January 14, 2003.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

Westar Energy, Inc.

Date:    January 14, 2003        By /S/ LARRY D. IRICK

Larry D. Irick, Vice President and Corporate
Secretary
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit Number Description of Exhibit

99.1 Press Release dated January 14, 2003
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