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Item 8.01     Other Events.

On February 24, 2010, First Financial Bancorp. (the “Company”) repurchased all 80,000 shares of its Fixed Rate
Cumulative Perpetual Preferred Stock, Series A, without par value and a liquidation preference of $1,000 per share
(the “Preferred Stock”), that it issued and sold to the United States Department of the Treasury (the “U.S. Treasury”) on
December 23, 2008 as part of the U.S. Treasury’s Troubled Asset Relief Program Capital Purchase Program.  The
Company paid the U.S. Treasury a repurchase price of $80,100,000, which equals the full $80,000,000 liquidation
amount of the Preferred Stock plus $100,000 with respect to accrued but unpaid dividends through the date of the
repurchase.  On February 24, 2010 the Company issued a press release announcing the repurchase transaction, a copy
of which is attached to this Current Report on Form 8-K as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01     Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits.

99.1           Press Release dated February 24, 2010.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to
be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereto duly authorized.

FIRST FINANCIAL BANCORP.

By: /s/ J. Franklin Hall
J. Franklin Hall
Executive Vice President
Chief Financial Officer

Date:   February 24, 2010
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Exhibit Index

Exhibit No.                   Description
99.1                                Press Release dated February 24, 2010.
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